
"Always in motion is the future."
Yoda,  The Empire Str ikes Back

Oscar Pistorious' participation in 
the Olympic games 2012 was 
proceeded by an extensive trial. It 
had to be decided whether his 
prosthetic legs were actually 
exceeding human abilities -- and 
were therefore auxiliary means, 
which would be illegal in the 
tournament. Google recently 
introduced G o o g l e  G l a s s , 
which (although possible use 
remains unclear) is celebrated as 
an innovative bridge of reality and 
the virtual world. In the near 
future, a small circuit board 
implanted in the upper arm will be 
made available to  monitor pulse 
and body temperature by sending 
data via mobile phone and 
internet straight to the physicians, 
helping to improve the persons 
health preventively. On May 16th  
2013 the worlds first successful 
cloning of embryonic stem cells 
made headlines.  --  These among 
other developments are no longer 
events at the margins of society, 
but have a deep impact on every-
day human life. Whether in popular 
or academic life, words like t r a n s -
h u m a n i s m ,  " h u m a n  e n -
h a n c e m e n t ", b i o - p u n k  and 
c y b o r g  are increasingly 
omnipresent.

 In the upcoming 15th issue of 
Powision we want to turn to these 
newest developments that are 

directly concerned with the human 
body -- the artificial enhancement 
of humans by humans. In the first 
section we want to ask: What 
innovations already exist? What 
risks do they hold?

Technical aid could provide the 
ability to take part in society for 
those those who would be other-
wise excluded. In this case, pro-
gress is actually inclusive in nature. 
However, where do we draw the 
line between balancing disadvan-
tages and enhancing the human 
body? Whatever form of techno-
logical progress, it influences the 
essence of human nature.

The second section gives room to 
confront the impact, these trans-
formations have on society:  What 
is left of the human? How do the 
newest developments influence 
the social interaction of people 
with each other? What role is given 
to possibilities of surveillance? Is 
there a need for political regu-
lation? And do these have to be 
redefined, and if, how? Which 
political positions can be taken? 
Which moral and ethical questions 
are pressing in face of these tech-
nical developments? And who 
could give answers? Is there -- or 
will there be -- a revolution of the 
human self-image?

We are looking for answers to 
these questions from different 
areas. We seek enlightening wri-
tings, we seek political writings, we 

seek scientific articles and analysis; 
from what there is and also from 
what was thought to be. We want 
visions of the future. What more 
does our imagination hold?

The articles should be about 
8 . 0 0 0  c h a r a c t e r s  (including 
spaces and footnotes) and use 
Harvard referencing. Further 
stylistic guidelines can be found on 
www.powision.de.

Deadline for submission is  
N o vem b e r  1 5 t h  2 0 1 3. In case 
of further questions we are gladly 
at your disposal and would send 
upon request a pdf file of the latest 
issue.
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