
„[...] scientifically there is nothing to be learned from 
“them” unless it is already  “ours” or comes from “us”.” 
(Mudime, The Invention of Africa, S. 15)

Recent years have seen the rise of groups that positi-
on themselves against the European Union and take a 
negative stance on migration issues in general, using 
terms such as ‚islamisation‘, ‚Volk‘ and ‚alienation‘. But 
what does it mean for people to take to the streets 
and declare ‚We are the people‘? Whom do they mean, 
and moreover, whom do they not mean? 

Ever since the publication of Said‘s Orientalism, 
processes of differentiation have been the focus of 
Postcolonial Studies, which aim not only to theorize, 
but also to deconstruct them. Even after Positive and 
Negative Dialectics, Jacques Derrida‘s ‚différance‘ any 
countless efforts of discursive analysis, (Social) Sci-
ence remains consciously and unconsciously shaped 
by the practice of creating and defining difference. 
Differences often crystallise as binaries, as polar op-
posites: nature vs. nurture, bourgeoisie vs. proletariat, 
Europeans vs. Non-Europeans,  men vs. women, and 
so on. 

Even when differences are not set up to be antagonis-
tic, but presented as harmonic diversity, the question 
remains: Can diversity exist without hegemony, and 
what would be the consequences? 

The discourse around gender – similarly to race, class, 
nationality – makes visible the discrimination that 
results from these dichotomies. Binary categories ex-
clude those that resist clear categorisation, be it trans 
people, those which have escaped the grasp of social 
networks or those who are stateless. But Medicine, 
Psychology and Social Science continues to measure 
‚absolute‘ difference and postulate the ‚other‘ – not 
merely as a result, but as a basic premise of research. 

This raises a myriad of questions: Why does the drive 
for (collective) identity hold so much relevance today? 
How is ‚sameness‘ conceptualised and constructed? 
What are the consequences of defining as ‚the norm‘ 
and ‚the other‘? Who is calling the shots? 

In issue 18 of Powision, we want to move beyond 

binary world views, and instead bring together critical 
analysis of mechanisms of differentiation with new 
forms of (non-)differentiation.  Who creates ‚diffe-
rence‘, and who benefits from it? How is difference in-
stitutionalised? Which hierarchies does it create? What 
examples do we have of differentiation as a successful 
means to empowerment? Which position do Social 
and Political Science hold in these debates? 

Articles should not exceed 10.000 characters inclu-
ding footnotes, and should be submitted in Harvard 
style. Shorter articles are welcome. For more infor-
mation visit www.powision-magazin.de. The editorial 
deadline is December 15th 2015. We are happy to 
supply a PDF copy of our last issue on request. Please 
don‘t hesitate to get in touch with any further queries. 
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