
Call for Papers

Beyond Democracy
For a long time democracy had been the international blueprint solution for everything – add 
democracy and stir – was the recipe for success. Amongst scholars it was widely believed 
that democracies are less likely to wage war with each other and at least in the second half of 
the 20th century it appeared that there was a direct link between democracy and increased 
living standards as well as general welfare.

However, with growing income inequalities, decreasing turnouts at elections and an 
increasingly unsatisfied population that tends to demonstrate its demands with more anger,
even the picture perfect democracies of the “West” are under stress. Whereas people are 
increasingly distrusting their democratic representatives, the elected politicians in turn are 
more and more in doubt weather the voters are able to make their choice in an appropriate 
manner. The involvement of the media and the interests of companies and other private 
actors during election time as well as the fact that most people exercise their democratic
“duty” only once every four years, have been widely discussed and inspired concepts like  
“post democracy”.

The recent increase in nationalist and right wing parties as well as the crucial developments 
in states like Hungary or the Ukraine put democratic systems under pressure. In Northern 
Africa and in the Arab world a so called democratic spring seems to come with new 
inspiration. Whereas the population of established democracies appear rather lazy and 
apathetic. In Egypt, Libya and Syria people are ready to take to the streets for their ideas - or 
at least a better standard of living. Therefore, currently we see developments away from and 
towards democracy.

Powision is looking for contributions for its next issue. All articles tackling the problems of 
democracy weather empirically or theoretically are welcome. With “Beyond democracy” we 
want to look at the changes and developments that challenge the democratic status quo. At 
the same time new concepts in search for a democracy beyond this one should be discussed 
openly and critically.

Contributions should be around 8000 characters including white space and footnotes (in 
other words 1,5 pages in Times New Roman at the size of 10). The deadline is set to the 15th

of September. Please feel free to ask questions. Upon request we can send one of our last 
issues in PDF- version.
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