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Questioning the System

Discontent is the first step in the progress of a man or a nation.
Oscar Wilde

Nowadays’ feeling of discontent may be less linked to the obvious: crises of trans-regional economies, the
global high finance, and the world climate. Rather, it  is the reactions of state institutions as well as the re-
shaping of  cultural  narratives.  By means of  austerity,  physical  control  and mental  discipline,  the system is
transmitted through its individuals on a daily basis. It is caused rather by intuitive anticipation than by thorough
understanding. On the one hand, discernment arises from the character of today’s society such that the post-
modern  project  is  to  be  doomed.  On  the  other,  there  seems  to  be  the  hindsight  that  no  alternative  but
inconvenient systemic adjustment is available. However, the Zeitgeist of evoking higher practical constraints still
haunts society. How can we be guilty for all the misery, but not be able to defy the systemic constraints, or even
better: to change it all?

Based on the premise that a certain kind of resistance is already linked to a feeling of discontent, Daniel Murray
wrote, with reference to German philosopher Max Stirner: “A discontent with one’s own subjectivity as produced
by the contemporary arrangements and a refusal to accept their internalisation (…) is the principal impetus for
insurrectionary action“. Thus, Powision aims at grasping this sense of discontent and its possible repercussion:
resistance, insurrection, rebellion, revolution – as well as lethargy, alienation, and chaos. Which alternatives do
we have to think about these days?

We want your answers. What has to be said and done about current systems of so-called liberal democracies
and  global  market  economies?  What  role  do  the  state,  society,  capitalism,  law and  life  as  such  play  for
constituting today’s dis- and tomorrow’s content? What concepts have protest movements come up with? Have
their actions questioned the system, or is their outcry for alternatives nothing more than the quest for a renewal
of the real existing old patterns of domination?

In a letter to the Frankfurt intellectual Siegfried Kracauer, young Theodor Adorno wrote: “Neither do I want to do
science nor do I want to do Weltanschauung, but rather something completely different that is disparate to the
categories of academia and that makes the people resent for it.” Hence, in addition to thoughts about social and
political concepts, we would like to give voice to critical approaches of science and academia. What does it
mean to be an academic having an opinion that does not correspond with the hegemonic mainstream? Do we
have a voice that is heard if it speaks out against pre-dominating values and norms? 

Accordingly, we are also interested in practices of resistance. What are the techniques and strategies that lead
to change or adaptation? Are they to be confronting or subversive? Does their performance need to be peaceful
or violent?

Finally, the logic of resistance needs to be analysed as such. In order to approach different ways of resistance
theoretically, they may not be construed as a binary coded concept of “system” on the one side and “resistance”
on the other. Too easily, one may get trapped in simplifying practices into “good” grass-rooted versus “bad” top-
level ones. Rather, allying with Gayatri Spivak, we ask ourselves: Who speaks for whom? Coming from that
point of view, what, therefore, are the multiple interspaces where deviant behaviour is an act of resistance? And
finally, how do “actors of deviation” individually and collectively justify their action? 

We are  looking  for  contributions  of  any  kind by  students,  academics  and annotators,  from architecture  to
zoology,  to  tell  us  their  approaches to  questions  as such.  We suggest  about  8000 characters  per  article,
including spaces and footnotes, which is typically two pages (Times New Roman, type size 10). Harvard citation
style is favoured. Closing date: 01.09.2012. For further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us or check
our website (www.powision.de). We are also happy to forward you a copy of our last issue to provide insight into
the type and breadth of articles we publish.
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