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Changing Perspectives on Property and Belonging

In 2014, Germany saw the birth of the first child 
conceived via legal embryo donation. The surro-
gacy debate focuses on the question of whom an 
egg cell, embryo or child belongs to.  Children are 
defined as their birth mother‘s property in German 
law, even when the child in question is conceived 
from another individual‘s egg cell, making surro-
gate motherhood illegal. In the US however, it has 
been practiced since the 1980s. 

Ownership is an umbrella term spanning different, 
sometimes contradictory, concepts of prop-erty 
and belonging. It‘s not always concerned with a 
direct link between an individual or a legal entity 
and an object. Rather, our emphasis lies on forms of 
ownership that divert from this tradi-
tional understanding. 

The individual owner can be replaced by a group or 
network, or remain undefined. Property can be pu-
blic or collective, material as well as non-material. 
Intellectual property and the feeling of belonging 
to or partaking in a local community are two ex-
amples that come to mind. In a time where perso-
nal data is being collected for commercial purposes 
on a grand scale, the question remains: Who has a 
right to it? It‘s a hot topic with growing numbers of 
cities and communities starting to take back public 
ownership of their infrastructure after a wave of 
privatisation. 

This leads us to more questions revolving around 
habitat: Can a city or a space belong to an individu-
al or a collective? What can forms of protest such as 
squatting or occupation tell us about spatial owner-
ship? Is this form of ownership new, has it always 
existed, is its meaning changing? Is the change 
merely symbolic, or does it have tangible conse-
quences? 

A different focal point is the question of ownership 
in private economies. How is it conceptually possi-
ble to buy, sell and own airspace over a major city? 
Who can claim ownership of intellectual property 

(as well as the resulting profit)? These are pressing 
issues in a world in which a smaller number of peo-
ple claim ownership of a vast amount of economic 
wealth. Simultaneously, the debate around global 
collective ownership has never been more current. 
The 17th issue of Powision will collate articles on 
the topic of Own-ership, bringing together per-
spectives from a range of disciplines. 

Articles should not exceed 10.000 characters 
including footnotes, and should be submitted in 
Harvard style. Shorter articles are welcome. For 
more information visit www.powision.de. The edi-
torial deadline is April 15th 2015. We are happy to 
supply a PDF copy of our last issue on request. Ple-
ase don‘t hesitate to get in touch with any further 
queries. 
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